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perience of the two does not differ so widely as to give a
notably different cultural outcome. It is only from the close
of the feudal age that the divergence begins to be pro-
nounced, and it is within the interval since the beginning
of modern times, as counted by the English chronology,
that the technological situation has taken on that modern
character which until recently distinguished the British in-
dustrial system from the German. So it is also in modern
times that the British pattern of culture in other respects
has sensibly diverged from the German.
Differences of detail, such as should, of course, receive
attention in any careful historical survey, come in sight
quite early j and these early differences may well be called
to mind here, since they are much the same in kind as the
later difference in situation between the two peoples, so far
as concerns the general lines of cultural development. From
the period of the Migrations the invaders of the British
Isles have been exposed to a different character of circum-
stances from those that shaped the fortunes of their con-
geners who invaded what is now the Fatherland. The pagan
invaders of Britain found a Christian and Romanised popu-
lation before themj which would mean that the people
whom they conquered, and for the continued subjection of
whom their governmental organisation was first installed,
were a people that had already learned submission and an
orderly life under the mastery of the Roman Peace and of
the priests of the church. The barbarians who settled in
Germany, on the other hand, appear to have found a popu-
lation less tractable and presumably of less economic value j
at the same time the various bodies of barbarians in the